REMINISCENCES

fore tie natural inclination of men was to regard him as
more moderate in Ms views and more ready to accept a
compromise than Ms combative friend and political as-
sociate.   But in truth Cobden was far more of a Dem-
ocrat than Bright.   I have heard Mm often compare
their political views in his usual tone of sweet good
temper.   He used to declare that he was Mmself a con-
vinced Democrat: that is, a believer in the right of the
majority to have the final settlement of all political ques-
tions.   Bright, he used to say, was not in that sense a
Democrat at all; Bright was convinced of the necessity
of certain great constitutional and political changes : on
these he had set his heart, and to the accomplishment of
these he devoted his intellect and his eloquence.    Let
these once be carried, and Bright, he continued, would
be quite content if the democratic principle were pushed
no further in his time.   Cobden believed In Democracy
as Democracy; Bright regarded the extension of the
suffrage only as the means of carrying out certain spe-
cific and constitutional reforms.    Of  course   Cobdett
never talked in this way with the faintest thought of
disparaging Bright, for whom he had, it is needless to
say, the warmest affection and the deepest devotedness*
It was only his good-humoured way of trying to pei>
suade people that Bright was not by any means the sort
of iconoclast in politics that most of his opponents sup-
posed him to be; and of showing that in point of fact

Bright could be more easily satisfied than lie ("Cobden>
could profess to be.

The event showed that Cobden was completely ri^ht

m. his estimate of Ms great friend's purposes.    There

was a oerton amount of something which must be called

canservative 'feeling in Bright which was afterwards

shown more than once when he positively refused to
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